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2004, after careful review of the state of 
political reform in Uzbekistan, the De-
partment of State decided that the 
leader is not fulfilling the terms of the 
2002 Strategic Partnership Framework 
agreement, which mandated substan-
tial and continuing progress on democ-
racy movements and decided to deny 
certification to Uzbekistan. 

In Uzbekistan, religion becomes 
criminal in that country as soon as it 
strays out of the official State-con-
trolled Islam. The Uzbek government is 
behaving much as it did with its Soviet 
predecessors. 

Following massive arrests in 
Uzbekistan of followers of the two lead-
ing militant groups, adherents of the 
movements have gone underground. 
Yet their numbers are swelling in the 
region, particularly among young un-
employed folks who are distributing 
the information put forth by the mili-
tants, and they try to manipulate the 
religion for terrorist political gain, and 
they are doing so because they need 
the money. 

Thus, the dependence of many gov-
ernments throughout Central Asia on 
tyrannical rule does not only fail to 
adequately address the problem of Is-
lamic extremism, but it serves to fuel 
the terrorism that stems from it. 

We, and other open societies, must, 
therefore, condition our assistance to 
Central Asian states not only on their 
cooperation on the terrorism front, but 
also on their taking concrete steps in 
Central Asia toward the establishment 
of the rule of law, the support for the 
growth of civil society and support for 
building democratic institutions. 

With the role of the United States in 
Central Asia, the region faces the best 
possible scenario to solve their prob-
lems jointly. 

We are uniquely placed to press for 
regional cooperation and to monitor 
the commitment of regional states to 
real improvement of social, economic 
and political conditions. 

That is why we have exerted congres-
sional oversight through hearings and 
briefings, to make sure that everyone 
understands the current state of 
human rights in Central Asia because 
only by helping to create an environ-
ment where freedom and prosperity can 
flourish will we achieve long-term suc-
cess in the war against terror and op-
pression. 

f 

VACATION OF SPECIAL ORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. ING-
LIS of South Carolina). Without objec-
tion, the order of the House recog-
nizing the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. 
KING) is vacated. 

There was no objection. 
f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. FORD) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FORD addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear in the Extensions 
of Remarks.) 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to speak out of 
order and address the House for 5 min-
utes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 

f 

CENTENNIAL OF THE CHICAGO 
DEFENDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
this year marks the centennial, the 
100th anniversary, of the birth of the 
Chicago Defender, one of America’s 
great, historic institutions which make 
up the fourth estate, our free press. 

The Defender, founded in 1905 by Rob-
ert Sengstacke Abbott, follows in the 
tradition of Freedom’s Journal founded 
by Samuel Cornish and John B. 
Russwarm, and the North Star founded 
by Frederick Douglass. 

Abbott began publishing the De-
fender out of his kitchen, producing 
about 300 copies at a quarter each. By 
1929, the Defender was selling more 
than 250,000 copies each week. 

From its first days, the Defender has 
also been a campaigner for freedom, 
equality and justice under the slogan, 
‘‘American race prejudice must be de-
stroyed.’’ It has covered stories largely 
ignored by white-owned press. The Chi-
cago Defender reported the 1919 Chi-
cago riots, the election of Oscar 
DePriest to Congress, and the opening 
of the first U.S. bank owned and oper-
ated by an African American. The Chi-
cago Defender covered the aftermath of 
the death of Emmett Till and the ca-
reer of the honorable Elijah Moham-
mad. 

In its editorial pages, the Defender 
exposed white oppression and the 
lynching of African Americans. During 
World War I, the Defender urged equal 
treatment of black soldiers. During 
World War II, the Defender protested 
the treatment of African American 
servicemen protecting the Nation and 
urged the integration of the Armed 
Forces. The Chicago Defender fear-
lessly spoke out against lynching, rac-
ism and segregation, and aroused the 
conscience of the Nation. 

The Defender led a remarkable cam-
paign which brought thousands of 
southerners to the north from 1915 to 
1925. Known in the history books as the 
Great Migration, over 1 million African 
Americans read vivid descriptions 
about options to life in the south in the 
pages of the Defender and migrated to 
the north in that short period. 

The Defender has been home to many 
of our Nation’s great writers and art-
ists, including novelist Willard Motley, 
poet Gwendolyn Brooks, and writer 
Langston Hughes, culturist Margaret 
Burroughs, women’s page editor Mar-

ian Campfield and editorial page car-
toonist Oliver Harrington. Outstanding 
scholars and reporters such as W.E.B. 
DuBois, Vernon Jarrett and Lu Palmer 
appeared in the ages of the Defender. 

In 1923, the Chicago Defender intro-
duced the first newspaper section writ-
ten for children, the Bud Billiken page. 
Since 1929, the Chicago Defender along 
with the Defender Charities has spon-
sored the world famous Bud Billiken 
Day Parade and Picnic, the largest 
event of its kind, with more than 1 mil-
lion people attending and viewing. 

The Defender reported the campaign 
and election of Harold Washington, 
Chicago’s first black mayor. 

After the departure of Robert Abbott, 
the mission of the Defender was carried 
on with undying spirit and integrity by 
long-time publisher and driving force 
John Sengstacke who died at the helm 
of age 84 in 1997. Today, the chairman 
of the board, Thomas Picou, president 
and CEO Clarence Nixon, Junior, and 
Chicago Defender Executive Editor Ro-
land S. Martin are leading a campaign 
to rebuild the circulation and infra-
structure of this unique and irreplace-
able institution. 

The Defender reported the elections 
of Carol Mosley-Braun and BARACK 
OBAMA, two of only three African 
Americans elected to the U.S. Senate 
since Reconstruction. 

Mr. Speaker, the centenary of the 
Chicago Defender is a milestone in the 
history of our Nation and cause for 
celebration for the entire country. The 
history of the Defender is a proud page 
of our free press. The history reported 
by the Defender is a chapter of our col-
lective history which without this 
great paper would have been forever 
lost. 

So, Mr. Speaker, it is indeed my 
honor and privilege to bring to the at-
tention of this House this milestone in 
the evolution of our democracy. I con-
gratulate the leadership of the Chicago 
Defender and wish them success in 
their next 100 years, which are yet to 
come. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FLAKE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear in the Extensions 
of Remarks.) 

f 

THE NATIONAL DEBT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Hawaii (Mr. CASE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, $6,198 tril-
lion, $6,198,000,000,000, a lot of money. 
An almost inconceivable amount of 
money. So many zeros that it is easy 
to pretend that it is paper money 
which, of course it is not, but that is 
how much our gross national debt was, 
how much our government owed, how 
much we owed in real money to our So-
cial Security trust fund, to our bond-
holders and to many foreign countries, 
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including China, when I was first elect-
ed to this Congress in late 2002, a lot of 
debt to have built up since the found-
ing of our country. 

But how about this number, $7.775 
trillion, our total debt today? Yes. In 
just the 28 months since I was first 
elected to this Congress, we have seen 
a 25 percent increase in national debt. 

But wait a minute, if that is not bad 
enough try this one, $8.184 trillion, the 
current maximum permissible debt of 
our country. The debt ceiling has in-
creased for a third time in as many 
years, voted on by this Congress or at 
least by a majority, and a majority 
that did not include me, just a few 
months ago, currently estimated to be 
reached and breached in January 2006. 
An increase in our total national debt 
of 32 percent in just the 3 years since I 
joined this Congress. 

But wait. In the budget resolution for 
2006, just passed on this floor 6 days 
ago, over the objection of every Mem-
ber of the minority party and 15 Mem-
bers of the majority, hidden in that 
resolution, glossed over, buried, 
shunned, avoided, turned away from, 
concealed, an automatic authority to 
increase our debt ceiling a fourth time 
in as many years to $8.965 trillion. 

When might we reach that total debt, 
bump up against that debt ceiling at 
the rate we are going and why is it so 
crucial to pass another debt ceiling 
bump way before we are even close to 
the ceiling we just bumped up against? 
When? Late 2006, most likely December 
2006, after the 2006 election. Coinci-
dence? I surely doubt it. Can it be that 
our colleagues cannot stomach another 
ceiling increase in mid-election? 

When we reach that level of debt, 
there will have been added to the debt 
load we all face $2.767 trillion, a 45 per-
cent increase in just 4 years since I 
joined this House. 

This administration and its sup-
porters in Congress would have us be-
lieve this is normal, that this debt is in 
balance with our gross domestic prod-
uct, with our collective ability to pay 
it, or that this debt is because of our 
commitments in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Well, let us strip both of those argu-
ments down. 

First, total debt increase over the 
past 4 years, almost $3 trillion total. 
Cost of Iraq in the same time period, 
almost $300 billion, 10 percent of total 
debt increase. So clearly that is not 
the reason. 

What about this gross domestic prod-
uct argument? This is from the Presi-
dent’s own budget, and it shows total 
Federal debt as a percentage of gross 
domestic product, in other words, the 
ability of our economy to carry the 
load, and that total Federal debt per-
centage of our gross domestic product 
will hit 68 percent in 2008 under the 
President’s own budget. Guess when 
the last time that percentage was that 
high? Couple of years ago? No. Couple 
of decades ago? 1955, after a full 10 
years, 15 years, of war and Cold War 
and war again. So, clearly, that is not 
the reason. 

This debt is completely unusual. This 
debt is completely out of control. 
Something is wrong. Something is ter-
ribly wrong, and do not let anyone lie 
to you about it. 

The first step towards addressing any 
crisis, and this is the crisis of our time, 
is to know you have one, to look your-
self in the mirror and say, yes, I have 
a problem. Then you can get to work. 
So let us quit letting ourselves be 
fooled and get to work. 

The House Blue Dog Coalition is way 
past being fooled, way, way past being 
fooled. We are at work and we welcome 
the participation of anybody who real-
izes that this is the crisis of our time. 

f 

b 1745 

DEFICIT AND DEBT CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. ING-
LIS of South Carolina). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. COOPER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I join my 
fellow Blue Dog, the gentleman from 
Hawaii (Mr. CASE), in speaking about 
the deficit and debt crisis that our Na-
tion faces. He gave a lot of stunning 
numbers. Let me put it on a time line. 

What are the milestones that we are 
facing as a Nation? First, the year 2004, 
the year past, the Comptroller General 
of the United States, David A. Walker, 
said that arguably it was the worst 
year in American fiscal history, clearly 
setting our Nation on an unsustainable 
path. Those are tough words, and they 
are from our Nation’s leading auditor. 
Arguably the worst year in American 
fiscal history. 

Our history goes back many, many 
decades, and it stretches through peri-
ods of trial and turmoil, like World 
War II, the Civil War, and other con-
flicts. Yet the year 2004 was the worst 
year in American fiscal history accord-
ing to the Comptroller General. 

Now, in 2005, what has happened in 
our budget and deficit this year? The 
House Republican majority ran 
through last week on Thursday night, 
under a so-called martial law rule, the 
entire budget of the United States of 
America, $2.6 trillion. And from start 
to finish, from first time to look at the 
budget to final passage in this body 
was no more than 2 to 3 hours of time. 
Literally, no one in this body had any 
clue what was in the budget because no 
one can read a document of that com-
plexity in that short amount of time, 
especially under a martial law rule. 

Let us look forward. By the last year 
of the Bush administration, by the 
year 2008–2009, we will be spending, ac-
cording to the House Republican budg-
et, more money on interest payments 
to the creditors of our Nation than we 
will be spending on all regular govern-
ment in America. Let me repeat that: 
more money will go to creditors of our 
Nation, bond holders, than to the citi-
zens of our Nation in regular govern-
ment, at least in the form of domestic, 

nondefense discretionary spending. 
That is a tipping point. That is an out-
rage. And that is the result of prof-
ligate Republican spending policies, 
the latest evidence of which is in this 
Cato Institute report that came out on 
May 3, 2005, that says the Bush admin-
istration is the worst spending admin-
istration since Lyndon Baines Johnson. 

Let us look forward. The Wall Street 
Journal reported about a month ago 
that if current trends continue, the 
last living U.S. bond holder will sell his 
or her holding to the People’s Bank of 
China on February 9, 2012. Then the 
Chinese will own virtually all of our 
foreign-held debt. That is not a good 
situation for the security of our Na-
tion, either defense security or fiscal 
security. 

Let us look forward again. The year 
2017. That is the year in which the So-
cial Security surpluses will run to zero, 
and that will be the first year in mod-
ern times that the American people 
will get an honest picture of the size of 
the Federal budget deficit. Because no 
longer will the Social Security surplus 
be able to be used to hide the true size 
of the Federal deficit. For example, in 
2004, most folks, most experts think 
the deficit was $412 billion. Wrong. The 
real deficit was $567 billion, or $155 bil-
lion larger than is represented, because 
our government has used the Social Se-
curity surplus to hide the true size of 
it. 

Let us look forward again. By the 
year 2040, only 35 years from now, if 
current trends continue, the Comp-
troller General of the United States 
says that it will take all revenues col-
lected by the Federal Government, 
every dime collected in taxes from our 
people, just to pay interest on our debt. 
This is a truly stunning finding of the 
GAO, because it indicates that there 
will be no money left by the year 2040 
for any national defense, any Social 
Security, any Medicare, any money to 
meet the needs of our people. 

Clearly, Mr. Speaker, that is an 
unsustainable path. Clearly, I think we 
need Presidential leadership. Because 
being practical, even though we have a 
strong package of Blue Dog budget def-
icit reforms, even though both parties 
should come together, it is hard for a 
group of 435 in this body or 100 people 
in the other body to exert the leader-
ship that the President should be dem-
onstrating. But the President has ve-
toed no legislation during his entire 
Presidency. He has not disciplined Con-
gress in any way. He is the first Presi-
dent since James Garfield in 1881 to fail 
to veto a single measure of this body. 
President Garfield was only in office 
for 6 months before he died. President 
Bush has been in office for 5 years now. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
focus on the deficit and debt crisis that 
this Nation faces. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LORETTA 
SANCHEZ) is recognized for 5 minutes. 
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